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82. Sphaerocalyptra dermitzakii Triantaphyllou, Dimiza & Theodoridis in Dimiza et al. 
(2005) 
 

 
Pl. 1, fig. 1 

 
Derivatio nominis: After Prof. Michael Dermitzakis (National and Kapodistrian 

University of Athens, Department of Historical Geology-Paleontology, Greece) for 
his extensive and multidisciplinary contributions to palaeontology and 
micropalaeontology in Greece and internationally, who was instrumental in directing 
us towards the study of calcareous nannoplankton. Diagnosis: Dimorphic 
holococcosphere. Holococcoliths bear a basal ring, a cone of obliquely-arranged 
crystallites and have a perforate appearance. [Holococcosphaera dimorpha. Holococcolithi 
habent annulum basalem, unum conum de crystallitis oblique ordinatis et facie perforata.] 

Description: Dimorphic holococcospheres with two kinds of conical calyptrolith. Body 
calyptroliths consist of a basal ring constructed of one or more rows of crystallites 
and a cone sharply elevated from the basal ring, with characteristically very thin, 
pointed endings. The wall of the cone is composed of crystallites arranged in a linear 
manner, with each line arising from the basal plate obliquely and spiralling towards 
the apex of the cone. The crystallites of the wall are characteristically loosely packed, 
which in effect gives the wall a perforate appearance. The proximal side of each 
holococcolith is concave. 

Remarks: This species differs from Sphaerocalyptra sp.2 of Cros & Fortuño (2002) in the 
more linear organisation of the wall and the distinctively concave proximal surface of 
the basal ring. Additionally, the circumflagellar calyptroliths have a solid conical 
shape, not possessing any distal projection. 

Type specimen: Plate 1, Figure 1. 
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Type material: University of Athens, Faculty of Geology Stub 12/X (filter sample), Station 
T3-7 (37˚46.67’N, 24˚57.73’E), 5m water-depth; Cruise 01ED100, 21st August, 2001, 
Gulf of Korthi, Andros Island, middle Aegean Sea, eastern Mediterranean. 

Type repository: Museum of Paleontology & Geology, Department of Historical Geology-
Paleontology, University of Athens, Greece. 

Number of specimens studied: Two. 
Dimensions: Body holococcolith length = 0.8-1.2µm; circumflagellar holococcolith length = 

1.4-1.6µm. Distribution: Aegean Sea, eastern Mediterranean. 
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